RHUBARB

RUTABAGA

as close as possible, and the sand is
filtered in around them so that mois-
ture can be applied to force the
roots. If they are grown in the dark,
the leafstalks will grew to a height of
three or more feet without expanding
their leaves to any appreciable de-
gree. The darkness will also make the
stalks dark red in color, which is desir-
able from the market standpoint.
Commercial growers use lean-to sheds
which are equipped with a heating
system. The roots are stored in these
sheds after they have been frozen and
allowed to remain there -with the
sand or soil packed around them until
it is desired to force them. Then the
beat is turned on and water is applied
in sufficient quantity thoroughly to
wet the sand around the soil and the
soil under the roots. Such forcing can
only be done in localities where freez-
ing weather occurs, unless one is
willing to place the roots in cold
storage for freezing before they are
forced. Rhubarb does not force well
if it is not chilled. It has a natural
rest period, just as most bulbs do, and
it takes a certain length of time before
the buds become active. Chilling them
causes the rest period to be broken
and makes possible the rapid growth
of all the buds at the same time.
This, of course, is important where
the crop must be harvested all at one
time. The roots should not be chilled
much below the freezing point. Drop-
ping the temperature too rapidly and
too far, more than five degrees below
the freezing point, may kill the tissue,
under which conditions they will not
force. If they are in the soil when
chilled9 there is less danger of this
injury to the tissue. This makes a
good side line for a part-time job and
can be carried on in conjunction with
the forcing of chicory (which see),

for they can both be carried at a tem-
perature of 60 degrees.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: There arc
no serious insect pests, but several
crown rots may cause some trouble
in old plants. Cuttings should not be
taken from diseased plants and new
plants should not be set where dis-
eased plants have been.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: Rhu-
barb can be forced in the cole-frames
early in the spring. The roots are dug
early, if possible, or the previousjall
and immediately placed in the cold-
frame with soil around them. The
hotbed sash is not put in place until
it is desired to force the roots. Then
it is put in place and heat is captured
from the sunshine. It is well to insu-
late the sides of the coldframe with
manure, to help hold in the heat. The
coldframes can be built up slightly to
increase the height of the stalks.
These will, of course, have large
green leaves, because they are grown
in the light. However, this is not ob-
jectionable. As a matter of fact, the
stalks will be more nutritious than
when forced in the dark. Any seed
stems that are formed should be
picked out as soon as they make their
appearance, unless a crop of seed is
wanted.

Rice Bean

See Beans

Rutabaga

DESCRIPTION: The rutabaga (Bras-
sica napobrassica] is similar to the
turnip, except that it has a much
denser flesh and is usually a better
root for storage. The leaves are
smooth and greenish blue in color.
The plant is a bienniaL but the gar